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sieht also das Zivilisationsmodell, das sein Amts-
kollege, der Prisident der Vereinigten Staaten von
Amerika, vertritt, als gescheitert oder zum Schei-
tern verurteilt an und betrachtet als einzigen Weg,
der zum Heil fiihrt, die Riickbesinnung auf die
Werte des Monotheismus. Diese Riickbesinnung
auf die Lehren des Monotheismus stellt Président
Ahmadinejad in seinem Brief an Prasident Bush
als mogliche Losung aller Differenzen politi-
scher, religioser und kultureller Art zwischen
Morgenland und Abendland dar, denn: «Mir wur-
de berichtet, dass eure Exzellenz den Lehren des
Propheten Jesus (Friede sei mit ihm) folgt und an
das gottliche Versprechen glaubt, dass die Erde
mit Gerechtigkeit regiert wird. Auch wir glauben,
dass Jesus Christus (Friede sei mit ihm) einer der
grossten (und vorziiglichsten) Propheten des All-
méchtigen war, Er wird wiederholt im Qur’an ge-
priesen.»® Der Monotheismus ist laut Ahmadi-
nejad also die dem Morgen- und Abendland ge-
meinsame Grundlage fiir die «Etablierung einer
einheitlichen internationalen Gemeinschaft»!.

PS:

Wie eingangs der Analyse von Ahmadinejads
Brief erwihnt, weist vieles darauf hin, dass der
iranische Président sich als Gehilfen zur Erfiil-
lung einer religiosen Mission nach dem Vorbild
des Propheten sieht, der ja auch Sendschreiben
andie Michtigen seiner Zeit geschickt haben soll,
in denen er sie aufforderte, den Islam anzuneh-
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men. Daher mag durchaus das Beispiel des Pro-
pheten Prisident Ahmadinejad dazu inspiriert ha-
ben, nun seinerseits an den Prisidenten der Super-
macht seiner Zeit ein Schreiben ghnlichen Inhalts
zu schicken. Wozu der Muslim Ahmadinejad den
Evangelikalen Bush aber auffordert, ist, genau be-
sehen — und dieser Unterschied ist wichtig —, nicht
die Annahme des Islam, sondern die Riickbesin-
nung auf den Monotheismus. In Ahmadinejads
Worten: «Zweifelsohne durch den Glauben an Gott
und die Schriften der Propheten werden die Men-
schen ihre Probleme in Griff bekommen. Mein Fra-
ge an Sie lautet: <Mochten Sie nicht dabei sein?>»%
Nicht nur, dass sich Ahmadinejad in seinem
Brief an Bush bemiiht, auf jede nur denkbare Le-
serschaft in Ost und West einzugehen und einzu-
wirken. Nicht nur, dass er versucht, moglichst je-
de Ebene des Atomkonflikts aus seiner Sicht an-
zusprechen. Mit seinem Schreiben an Herrn Geor-
ge Bush, Présidenten der Vereinigten Staaten von
Amerika, beantwortet Mahmood Ahmadinejad,
Prisident der Islamischen Republik Iran, Bushs
Aufruf zur Demokratisierung des Orients mit ei-
nem Aufruf zur Monotheisierung des Okzidents.
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Hartmut Fahndrich
A few words in conclusion

adies and Gentlemen, it’s over. The curtain is

down and nothing is settled, to quote Bertolt
Brecht, the master of this kind of unfinished bu-
siness on stage, whose major interest was always
in raising problems, not in solving them, in ma-
king people reflect on questions, not in answering
them definitely.

Even after the end of this colloquium, we can-
not expect to arrive, within a reasonable span of
time, at the kind of situation John Steinbeck en-
visaged or dreamt of with respect to racism. Ra-
cism, he wrote, will have ended the moment I do
no longer remember whether the person who as-
ked me about the direction in the street was black
or white,

Until now and for some time to come people’s
designation of each other as Muslim or wester-
ner, respectively, is going to stay with us — until
many obstacles have been overcome, some of
which were mentioned or elaborated upon during
our conference.

How, for instance, should we free ourselves
of images deeply ingrained in our minds and fre-
quently reproduced in our arts, as manifest in
many famous museums, of images that even ma-
de it into Christian eschatology and burdened
Muslim Turks of the 16th century with the role of
being God’s punishment on earth?

Thus, the clichés, both negative and positive,
found in the framework of what we now call Ori-
entalism and more recently Occidentalism are not
limited to extremist circles but are — as Edward
Said clearly demonstrated for Western thought —
widespread ideas inspiring the «imaginaire occi-
dental». The same is, of course, true on the other
side, Arabic literature, for example, being full of
images, often shallow clichés of Westerners, be
they moralizing, utopian or anti-imperialist.

And, maybe, itis this point to which we should
direct our attention much more.

Much easier than eliminating the historical

and cultural heritage from our minds would be, it
seems, to stop military and other aggression
against the Muslim world that is supposedly trig-
gering a whole range of so-called fundamentalist
invectives against the West.

What we definitely should not do is what mo-
re and more specialists of Islam self-consciously
suggest and tend to do: stop talking about Islam.
I think this would be — after centuries of essen-
tializing Islam — the «easy» or even the disastrous
way out. Islam does exist as an idea of its adhe-
rents, phenomenalized in a large number of ways
sometimes widely differing.

Yet, as long as millions of individuals desig-
nate or even mark themselves as Muslims, as be-
longing to Islam, we have no reason not to accept
this and not to deal with it. The question remains
in what way we do it.

Thus, technological progress and worldwide
migration force us to widen our view and look
beyond traditional forms of dualistic confrontati-
on — this confrontation that has led to the con-
struction of an image of the other that may be me-
rely a projection of our vision of the world behind
which the other actually disappears, although the
other should always be taken as an enrichment not
a punishment — be it religious or secular.

How difficult such a change of direction could
be is obvious from glances into our media where
clichés are reproduced insidiously and in different
ways every day not infrequently stressing the ex-
ception rather than the norm. And power and pro-
pagandistic interest may play an essential role in
this, particularly through the right or power of de-
finition, i.e. of determining which actions are
good and which ones belong to the realm of evil.

Global migration — and migration to Europe
in particular — will not only change the comple-
xion of the European population. It is also stimu-
lating a double-edged discussion and even the ne-
cessity to change attitudes on both sides. Immi-
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grants will loose and have to abandon customs and
habits they cherished in another part of this world.
Target countries of immigration will have to, and
have already begun to, reconsider their own rules
of law and life once moulded for a more unified
or uniform population.

How painful and how difficult this double rear-
rangement is can be gleaned from our daily press,
both in pictures and in texts or in their precarious
combination — a press, however, that follows,
maybe has to follow, its own particular laws which
often do not favour what one would call an un-
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biased presentation. And so, in the end, this is what
will remain: a hallucinating roundabout of images
and counter-images of Muslims, Christians, We-
sterners, Orientals, Europeans, Easterners, cruel or
gentle, god-fearing or godless and the question —
to borrow the beautiful phrase coined by one of the
participants — what to do against the lunatic fringe
to take over.

Many problems were raised and many questi-
ons are still to be answered. As mentioned above
with the help of Bertolt Brecht: the curtain down
and nothing settled.
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